The Dienes phenomenon occurs when two Proteus swarms meet, causing mutual inhibition and the formation of large sphaeroplast-like bodies at the zone of interaction. This phenomenon was first described by Dienes (1946). Dienes (1947) concluded that all strains were capable of producing viable large bodies; in any combination of two strains tested, these always appeared, on serological and other grounds, to be identical with only one of the strains involved. As only about 50% of visible bodies were viable, he concluded that the non-viable bodies were derived from the other strain.
